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CITY HALL SUITE 310A SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102-1615 651/266-8610 

 
 AA-ADA-EEO Employer 

March 16, 2015 

 

City of St. Paul 

Residential & Economic Development Task Force – CIB 

700 City Hall  

15 West Kellogg Boulevard 

St. Paul, MN 55102-1658 

 

Dear Residential & Economic Development Task Force Members: 

 

I write to urge your strong support of Model Cities’ 2016-2017 CIB application for its Central Exchange 

project.  I believe this initiative is one of the most promising along the Green Line and will build upon the 

momentum created by the Central Corridor Light Rail Transit. 

 

With the Light Rail having recently begun operations, we have a once in a lifetime opportunity to build the 

economy that will help neighborhoods like Summit University and Frogtown realize their vast potential.  

Fortunately, Model Cities has a forward-thinking approach and a plan to make a real economic impact within 

the Victoria Street Station Area that will reverberate along the Avenue.   

 

In addition to quality housing, the project will provide commercial space that will create opportunities for 

smaller businesses or organizations to start or expand their operations.  These are just the kinds of investments 

that are needed to catalyze further commercial growth along the Corridor.  The project will also include green 

space as well as public art that will highlight the rich history of African American railroad workers that made up 

the fabric of the community for decades.  Central Exchange will complement Model Cities BROWNstone 

project, located just a block away.  Together, these developments will create a real economic impact in the 

neighborhood and make the Victoria Street Station Area one of the most vibrant stretches of University Avenue.  

 

Our community has come a long way since the foreclosure crisis that affected so many of our neighborhoods.  

With the economy on an upward trend, and with major new initiatives like the Light Rail, the time is right to 

make the investments that will continue to propel our economy forward and make our community stronger than 

it has ever been.  Through this new project, Model Cities will build upon its 30-year track record of successful 

community-based development in order to expand wealth and opportunity in our neighborhood.  Please support 

this important project.  Thank you for considering my letter, and I welcome the opportunity for you to contact 

me with any questions. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
Dai Thao 

Saint Paul City Councilmember – Ward One 
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